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The Writings with Professor George Heider 
Friday, 9/18/20, 6:00-8:00pm and Saturday, 9/19/20, 9:00am-3:00pm (via ZOOM) 

The third major section of the Jewish Scriptures (after the Torah and the Prophets) is "the Writings," 
a grab-bag of books that either didn't fit logically into the first two categories (like "wisdom 
literature") or were likely among the last written. Yet in this bag are some of the most important 
books in the Christian Old Testament (like Psalms) and some of the most beloved (like Ruth and 
Esther). We will look at a selection of these books and consider their impact on both the Jewish 
and Christian traditions. 

 

Professor George Heider 

George C. Heider was born in Washington, DC, and grew up in Maryland. 
Following graduation from high school, he pursued a college and 
seminary curriculum of preparation for the Lutheran pastorate, culminating in his 
ordination in 1979. Earlier in that same year he married Carolyn Wolters; the 
couple have two adult children, Kristen and Matthew. He completed his Ph.D. 
at Yale University in Old Testament studies in 1984.   

After serving for five years as an assistant pastor in Cheshire, CT, during his 
doctoral work, his academic career began at Concordia College in Seward, NE 
(Carolyn’s alma mater), where he served on the theology faculty fulltime for 
two and a half years before his appointment as Vice President for Academic 

Affairs in 1987. In 1994-1995 he was awarded an American Council on Education Fellowship, which he 
served at Pepperdine University in Malibu, CA. During his fellowship year, he was elected president of 
Concordia University in River Forest, IL, and he served there for eight years. He was appointed Visiting 
Professor of Theology at Valparaiso in 2004, and, following three years in that role, was granted tenure as 
Associate Professor of Theology in 2007. He was promoted to Professor of Theology in 2013. He chaired the 
department from 2010 to 2017. Among his courses taught were three short-term study-abroad courses in 
the Holy Land. He retired from active faculty service in 2019 and now holds appointment as a Senior 
Research Professor of Theology. 

 

COST: $50 PER WEEKEND 
FORMAT: ZOOM 
REGISTER and PAY ONLINE: https://bit.ly/2Q6mvE6 
REGISTER VIA EMAIL: administrator@elmm.org 
PAY BY CHECK: Make check payable to North/West Lower Michigan Synod. Mail to 2900 N Waverly Rd, 
Lansing MI 48906. Write ELMM and date (MMYY) on the memo line. 
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